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THEOGONY 


up into the sky nor when he comes back down from the sky. One 
of them passes gently over the earth and the broad back of the sea 
and is soothing for human beings. But the other one’s temper is of 
hold of any human, he owns him; and he is hateful even for the 
immortal gods. 

(767) That is where, in front, stand the echoing houses of the 
earthly god, of powerful Hades and of dread Persephone, and a 
terrible dog guards them in front, pitiless. He has an evil trick: 
upon those going in he fawns alike with his tail and with both ears, 
but he does not let them leave again: instead, observing them 
closely he devours whomever he catches trying to go out from the 
gates of powerful Hades and dread Persephone. 

(773) That is where the goddess dwells who is loathsome for 
the immortals, terrible Styx,*! the oldest daughter of backward- 
flowing Ocean. She lives apart from the gods in a famous mansion 
vaulted with great crags; it is set fast upon silver pillars on every 
side reaching toward the sky all around. Seldom does Thaumas’ 
daughter, swift-footed Iris, travel to her with a message upon the 
broad back of the sea: whenever strife and quarrel arise among the 
immortals and one of those who have their mansions on Olympus 
tells a lie, Zeus sends Iris to bring from afar in a golden jug the 
great oath of the gods, the much-renowned water, icy, which pours 
down from a great, lofty 


